May 31, 2000                                                                     Rick Stonebraker

New Case Study #7 – 99/00

The archer did notify the judge that they left an arrow on the ground but should have done it sooner. I guess it all depends on the position of the arrow on the ground from the previous end. If it was in front of the target, then it might be obvious it wasn’t shot but who knows. An archer needs to be responsible for their actions. The judge involved should be checking the targets before leaving to make sure there are no arrows in the target or in front of the target. If the archer missed the target the previous end and forgot to collect the arrow, it is difficult to tell that the archer missed. An archer would have to pretty suave to have missed a shot and in that same end, ask the judge to hand them an arrow. Most archers carry extra arrows and could have easily shot another arrow without mentioning. I may have to agree with the archer but that depends on the way the story was told.

As for being the judge, I would have to give the benefit of the doubt to the archer and sternly warn them not to do it again.

By the way the question is presented, I am assuming the judge took away one of the arrows and the archer lodged a protest. As for being on the jury, that would be difficult because now they are once-removed and have to listen to hearsay and would agree with the judge’s opinion. Unless the archer in question is questioned. I would still think I would believe the archer if they sounded like they were telling the truth.

New Case Study #8 – 99/00

The judge was correct in stating his case from previous knowledge. 

The judges’ advice did not cause the arrow to hit the branch but rather the circumstances involved in the shooting. Maybe the archer was taller than most people. (I know I am ).

It does not take the onus off the archer, he could still decide before shooting that there is a problem.

I would (as the judge) fix the situation and allow the archer to shoot another arrow. 

9.4.1. Each competitors shall position himself, whether standing or kneeling, as close to as practically possible behind the shooting post taking into consideration the condition of the terrain and without compromising safety.

This is the only thing that references conditions. 

9.4.4.1 and 9.4.4.2 State when an arrow can be re-shot and the conditions above does not fit into either one of these.
